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The current paper will show how Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition (SLA) research, together with cutting edge developments in the field of Natural Language Processing (NPL) and Artificial Intelligence (AI), can contribute to the development of a highly interactive tool for second language learners. Specifically, we will present the case of Milao, an online platform that allows language learners to chat back and forth with an artificially intelligent language buddy just as they would with another speaker of the language.

As it relates to the area of machine assisted language learning, Matthews (1993) identifies a close relationship between Linguistic Theory, SLA Theory and the development of Human Language Technologies (HLT) for Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL). Many of the advances in this field demonstrate how linguistic theories (phonology, morphology, syntax) can and should, in fact, be applied to the development of human language technologies and how these technologies can be further implemented in CALL software.    

The current paper will present the initial analysis of the Milao technology as it has been in use with over 200 beginner Spanish students. We will report some early findings as well as discuss possible avenues for further research.
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